











16. The Ministers welcomed that the 21 Tripartite President Meeting among the National Institute of
Environmental Research (NIER) of Korea, the Chinese Research Academy of Environmental Sciences
(CRAES) of China, and the National Institute for Environmental Studies (NIES) of Japan will be held in
November 2024 in Incheon, Korea and encouraged further strengthening the tripartite research cooperation

which would provide scientific reference for policy cooperation within the TEMM framework.

17. The Ministersreaffirmed their commitmentsto strengthen measures toaddress climate change, biodiversityloss,
and environmental pollution in light of their respective national circumstances; accelerate the transformation
towards green and low-carbon development / the net-zero economy and society / the carbon-free society;
promote harmony between humanity and nature; and pursue efforts to improve global environmental

governance, so as to facilitate green recovery and sustainable, inclusive development.

18. The Ministers took note of the progress of the cooperative activities of the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network
in East Asia (EANET) and the North East Asia Clean Air Partnership (NEACAP) which have contributed to
addressing air pollution in the region.

19. The Ministers reaffirmed the Joint Declaration of the 9" ROK-Japan-China Trilateral Summit, which decided
that the three countries will take solid action and support efforts to achieve the Paris Agreement temperature
goal to address the climate crisis in this critical decade, and the three countries will come forward with

ambitious next Nationally Determined Contributions, reflecting the outcome of the first global stocktake.

20. The Ministers confirmed that they will prepare and submit their first Biennial Transparency Reports by the
end of 2024.

21. Recognizing the urgent need for the actions for climate change adaptation to minimize the damage caused
by climate crisis, the Ministers agreed to promote tripartite cooperation and exchange of policies and best

practices on adaptation.

22. The Ministers expected that substantial progress will be made at the 29" Conference of the Parties to the
UNFCCC (COP29) including in the New Collective Quantified Goal on Climate Finance (NCQG) and Article
6 of the Paris Agreement.
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to the swift, full, and effective implementation of all goals
and targets of KMGBF, by taking urgent actions, through the implementation of their revised and updated
National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs), in order to achieve its 2030 mission to halt and
reverse biodiversity loss, and its 2050 vision of living in harmony with nature. The Ministers also committed
to continuing the three countries’ international contributions to the global conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity, including through resource mobilization, capacity building, and technical and scientific

cooperation.

The Ministers shared the recognition that invasive alien species pose an urgent issue in East Asia, and
confirmed to continue cooperation and share information on the coutermeasures and the best practices. They

also confirmed to cooperate to share the domestic progress regarding DSI on genetic resources.

The Ministers committed to playing a constructive role in the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
(INC) to develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine
environment, with the ambition of completing its work at its fifth session (INC-5) which will be held in Busan,

Korea, in November 2024.

The Ministers also expressed willingness to continue and strengthen the policy and information exchange
regarding circular economy and plastic waste management through seminars and other activities. They
acknowledged the significance of strengthening scientific, technical and technological knowledge with regard

to plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, inter alia, on methodologies for monitoring.

Ministers noted the progress in the cooperation among three countries and Mongolia to reduce DSS and
expected to further develop the collaboration to address regional environmental issues. They also shared
the willingness to continue to explore possible “Trilateral+X” cooperation in such areas as climate change
and marine environmental conservation to support accelerated implementation of the United Nations 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to multilateralism and
expected close cooperation among the three countries at upcoming major regional and global environmental
conferences, including the UNFCCC COP29, CBD COP16, INC-5 and relevant G20 meetings in 2024.
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28. The Ministers strongly supported the adoption of the Agreement under the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea on the Convention and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement) and agreed to endeavor to ratify and implement the agreement. They
also committed to promoting collaborative activities to address marine debris problem in Northeast Asia

including through policy and information sharing,

29. The Ministers discussed the new priority areas with which the next Tripartite Joint Action Plan on
Environmental Cooperation for the period from 2026 to 2030 (TJAP 2026-2030) will be shaped.

30. The Ministers agreed on the following goals, under which new priority areas will be categorized for the
purpose of defining and demonstrating the objectives and direction of the future cooperation in the TEMM

framework:
(1) Improving Environmental Qualities;
(2) Promoting Carbon Neutrality and Green Economy; and

(3) Enhancing Environmental Welfare

31. In developing the next TJAP and setting the new priority areas, the Ministers agreed to bear in mind the

following principles:

(1) The actions of the current TJAP which have been proven active and successful with productive and

consistent progress will continue to be promoted and developed further.

(2) The actions of the current TJAP will be streamlined and reorganized in terms of resource efficiency and

common interest of the three countries.

(3) Major changes in domestic and international environmental policies and processes will be taken into

account to reflect new and growing cooperation demands.

(4) The actions are to be developed on the basis of mutual respects, mutual benefits, each country’s available

resources and respect one another’s difference in the stage of development.
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32. Reviewing the implementation of the TJAP 2021-2025 and in line with the goals and principles, the Ministers
adopted the new TEMM priority cooperation areas for the period from 2026 to 2030 as following:

Improving Environmental Qualities

(1) Air Pollution & DSS

(2) Biodiversity

(3) 3R/Circular Economy/Zero Waste City & Plastic Pollution

Promoting Carbon Neutrality and Green Economy
(4) Climate Change

(5) Transition to Green Economy

Enhancing Environmental Welfare
(6) Environmental Education & Awareness
(7) Environmental Management of Chemicals

(8) Living Environment

33. The Ministers agreed that the three countries will work together to build on the priority areas to develop the
TJAP 2026-2030 with a view to adopting it at TEMM26.

34. The TEMM Youth Forum and the Tripartite Roundtable on Environmental Businesses (TREB) took place as
the side events of TEMM?25 and the results of the discussions were reported to the Ministers. The Ministers
welcomed the outcomes of the Youth Forum which discussed “Accelerating transition to a circular economy
on plastics: Youth transformative action” and of the TREB which shared information on the efforts of the
three governments and industries to achieve carbon neutrality under the three sub-themes of green hydrogen,

circular economy, and the digital transformation of green industries.

35. The Ministers congratulated and commended the winners of the TEMM Environment Awards. Ms. CHOI
Jaeyeon from Korea, Ms. ZHENG Zhirong from China, Dr. CHATANI Satoru from Japan were awarded for

their contributions to the tripartite environment cooperation.
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TEMM26

36. The Ministers decided that TEMM?26 will be hosted by China in 2025. The date and venue will be proposed by
the host country and confirmed by Japan and Korea.

Closing

37. The Ministers expressed their satisfaction with the fruitful outcome of TEMM?25. Minister HUANG Rungiuand
Minister ITO Shintaro expressed their deep appreciation to Minister KIM Wansup, the Korean Government,

and the Jeju Province for hosting the meeting and extending the great hospitality accorded to all participants.

29 September 2024, Jeju, Korea

ITO Shintaro
Minister
Ministry of the Environment

Japan

KIM Wansup
Minister
Ministry of Environment

Republic of Korea

HUANG Rungqiu
Minister
Ministry of Ecology and Environment

People’s Republic of China
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11. Joint Statement of The 17th Tripartite Health Ministers Meeting (THMM)
Among Japan, the People’s Republic of China, and the Republic of Korea

15 December 2024, Tokyo, Japan

We, the Health Ministers of Japan, the People’s Republic of China, and the Republic of Korea, held the 17
Tripartite Health Ministers Meeting (THMM) in Tokyo, Japan on December 15%, 2024.

We reaffirmed our trilateral partnership grounded in geographical proximity, shared public health concerns,
culture, lifestyle, and responsibility for creating a safe, healthy, and prosperous future for the region and the

international community.

We had the following discussions:

Regarding the global health architecture, we will continue to support the World Health Organization (WHO)
Headquarters and the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, which play essential roles in global health
governance during global health emergencies, including pandemics. We welcome the amendments to the
International Health Regulations and remain committed to constructive participation in discussions for an

international instrument on pandemic prevention, preparedness, and response (PPR).

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is one of the most immense and critical international health issues that poses
long-term concerns to global health security as a “silent pandemic” and requires immediate global actions.
We recognize the importance of addressing AMR and welcome the outcome of the UN High-level Meeting on
Antimicrobial Resistance in September 2024.

We acknowledge the importance of “the Joint Statement on Future Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness, and
Response”, which was successfully released in May 2024, at the Ninth Trilateral Summit. Based on the consensus
of this Summit, we successfully updated “the Memorandum of Cooperation on Prevention, Preparedness and
Response against Infectious Disease with Pandemic and High Consequence Potential of Common Concern” and
“the Joint Action Plan on Prevention, Preparedness and Response against Infectious Disease with Pandemic and
High Consequence Potential of Common Concern” at this THMM. Drawing upon these documents, we will

accelerate PPR through cooperation among our three countries.

We acknowledge the importance of promoting the implementation of international joint clinical trials in Asia and
the harmonization of pharmaceutical regulations and medical device regulations in Asian countries to support
their rapid practical application of pharmaceuticals and medical devices. In this way, we will accelerate healthcare

innovation in the region and contribute to improving patient access to treatment.
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We reaffirm the need to invest in developing, training, recruiting, and retaining a skilled health workforce, which
is fundamental to strong and resilient health systems to prevent, prepare for, and respond to pandemics, and to

improve working conditions.

We will seek to expand collaboration among the national public health institutes for disease control in our
three countries, such as the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the Korea Disease Control and
Prevention Agency, and the Japan Institute for Health Security, which is to be established in April 2025, in order
to continue and further strengthen technical cooperation to jointly tackle future global health emergencies.

We will further strengthen policy dialogue and exchange experiences on promoting preventive approaches and
maintaining sustainable healthcare systems with population ageing through platforms such as the Seminar on

Policy on Declining and Ageing Population.

We emphasize the importance of cooperation in areas of common interest among our three countries, including
creating age-friendly environments, promoting social participation, providing integrated care and securing

access to high-quality health and long-term care for the elderly.

We will share knowledge and skills through human resource exchanges to respond to various needs of the elderly,

such as care for cognitive decline, limited mobility, declined sensory function, oral diseases, and malnutrition.

We will jointly explore ways to reduce the burden on healthcare providers and caregivers and to ensure the quality
of care by utilizing technologies such as care robots and ICT that will contribute to our efforts regarding other

agenda items as well.

Given the similarities in healthcare challenges, family structures, cultures, and lifestyles among our three
countries, we acknowledge the importance of encouraging cooperative research on issues related to healthy
ageing. We will encourage scientific research institutions to conduct joint research projects to establish evidence

on efficient preventive approaches and effective care for the elderly.

We acknowledge that the strengthening of health care systems through the achievement of universal health
coverage (UHC) leads to better preparedness for various health challenges caused by epidemics and pandemic of
infectious diseases, increasing prevalence of non-communicable diseases (NCDs), and population ageing. We will
exchange experiences on maintaining high-quality UHC in response to population ageing and share our lessons

learnt with our Asian neighbors who will face similar challenges in the near future.



As highlighted at the United Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting on UHC in September 2023, capacity
building for health workers and national and local government authorities is a common challenge for global health
systems to achieve UHC. Recognizing our role as a leading advocate for the global agenda on UHC, we will make
more efforts to support the enhancement of knowledge for national and local government authorities in low-and
middle-income countries and the lifelong capacity building for health workers through various initiatives, such as
the UHC Knowledge Hub to be established in 2025 in Japan and the WHO Global Bio Workforce Training Hub

in Korea.

We acknowledge that digital transformation is essential to achieve and promote more equitable, efficient, and
resilient healthcare systems. We will cooperate in sharing knowledge on digital technologies to effectively utilize

medical information, including healthcare demands, access to healthcare, and health spending.

The next Tripartite Health Ministers Meeting will be held in the Republic of Korea in 2025.
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12. The Fifth Japan-China-ROK Trilateral Sports Ministers’ Meeting 2024 Tokyo Joint
Statement
15 December 2024, Tokyo, Japan

We, Abe Toshiko, Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan, Zhang Jiasheng,
Vice Minister of General Administration of Sports of the People’s Republic of China (China), and Choi Bo keun,
Deputy Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism of the Republic of Korea (ROK), (hereinafter, “the Three Sides”)
attended the 5" Japan-China-ROK Trilateral Sports Ministers’ Meeting held on 15 December 2024 in Tokyo,

Japan.

The Three Sides:

Welcomed the first in-person meeting in six years due to the COVID-19 pandemic;

Congratulated all the athletes and teams of the three countries on their achievements at Paris 2024 Olympic and

Paralympic Games;

Reaffirmed the value and power of sports to inspire people and give them dreams and hopes across countries,

generations, and, at times, difficulties;

Reviewed the common goals set forth in the 2016 PyeongChang Declaration, 2018 Tokyo Action Plan, 2020
Beijing Joint Statement, and 2023 Seoul Joint Declaration and based on the Joint Declaration of the Ninth ROK-
Japan-China Trilateral Summit in May 2024; and

Consented, as representatives of the leading sports nations in Asia, to further enhance and develop sports
promotion, exchanges, and cooperation through mutual cooperation among the three countries that will lead to

peace and sustainable development among the three countries and in the Asian region, as follows.

1. Mutual collaboration and knowledge sharing

@ Mutual cooperation for the success of large-scale international sports competitions and events

The Three Sides expressed their congratulations on the success of Hangzhou 2022 Asian and Asian Para Games
and Gangwon 2024 Winter Youth Olympic Games held after the Fourth Trilateral Sports Ministers” Meeting,

and consented to share and promote the legacy of these Games and the past Olympic and Paralympic Games
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held in the three countries, and mutually cooperate and share knowledge to ensure the success and sustainable

event management of future major sports events hosted by each country, including the following events:

- 2025 Summer Deaflympics

- 2025 World Athletics Championship

- 2025 Asian Winter Games

- 2025 World Games

- 2026 Asian Games and Asian Para Games

- 2027 Summer World University Games

@ Continued cooperation in the field of anti-doping

As representative countries in Asia in the field of anti-doping, the Three Sides will promote mutual cooperation

to achieve clean sports.

(3 People-to-people exchanges in high performance sports

The Three Sides will aim to further promote high performance sports through expanded people-to-people
exchanges in this area among the three countries and will support closer collaboration among sports-related
organizations at the national level in each country, particularly through the Asian Conference on Sport Science

(ACSS) and other opportunities.

@ Preventing harassment and defamation directed at athletes

The Three Sides will share policies and best practices to prevent harassment and defamation including on social
media directed at athletes so that all athletes can devote themselves to sports and demonstrate their abilities in

a safe environment.

2. Youth exchanges through sports

Recognizing the achievements of the various sports exchanges carried out among the three countries up to now,

the Three Sides will support their continued implementation and initiatives to produce further outcomes.

In particular, as youth exchanges contribute to the healthy development of young people with an international
perspective and the qualities to lead the future while deepening their mutual understanding, the Three Sides will
support the continued holding of the Trilateral Junior Sports Exchange Meet and the Trilateral Youth Winter
Sports Exchange, which will be held for the first time in ROK in January 2025.

In addition, the Three Sides will promote the assessment of the outcomes of bilateral sports exchanges and

discussion on their future direction to ensure effective implementation of these exchanges.
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Based on the fact that the potential power of sports to bring about social change and resolve various social issues is
attracting greater international attention than ever before, the Three Sides consented to further bolster exchanges
and cooperation in the following areas in particular, believing that collaboration among the three countries in
various fields related to sports and social change will have a positive impact on each other’s policy formulation
and project implementation, which will not only contribute to solving social issues in their own countries but also

serving as a role model for the Asian region and the world.

1. Promoting health and improving well-being through sports

With the aging of their populations and rising medical expenditures, promoting health and improving well-
being through sports is a common theme for the three countries and one of the most important pillars in each
country’s sports policy. In light of this, the Three Sides consented to share policies and leading-edge practices
that meet the mutual needs of each country. The Three Sides also consented to share policy measures and good
practices with regard to the development of regular physical exercise habits and the improvement of physical

fitness, which are the cornerstones of lifelong physical fitness and athletic ability.

2. Realizing an inclusive society through the promotion of parasports

Recognizing that the promotion of parasports including through the holding of major parasports events should
be leveraged to advance the social inclusion of people with disabilities, the Three Sides will support the sharing
of information and the implementation of joint projects through mutual collaboration among the relevant

organizations in the three countries.

3. Promoting the sports industry and sports tourism

The growth and the international expansion of the sports industry is another common interest of the three
countries and one of the fundamental policies that aim for creating the socio-economic value of sports.
Accordingly, the Three Sides will encourage and support exchanges and cooperation for expanding the sports
market, including through friendly matches in professional sports leagues, and for sharing policy measures

and best practices that meet the mutual needs of the three countries.

The Three Sides will also promote inbound and outbound sports tourism and encourage and support exchanges

and cooperation for expanding each other’s markets.

75 2024 PROGRESS REPORT OF THE TRILATERAL COOPERATION



The Three Sides decided to hold the Sixth Trilateral Sports Ministers’ Meeting in China in 2026.

This Declaration was signed on 15 December 2024 as a non-legally binding document in the Japanese, Korean,
Chinese and English languages, all texts having equal value. In the case of any divergence of interpretation, the

English text will prevail.

Japan People’s Republic of China Republic of Korea
Minister of Education, Culture, Vice Minister of General Deputy Minister of Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology Administration of Sports Sports and Tourism
Fhath W o\ B
Abe Toshiko Zhang Jiasheng Choi Bo keun
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List of Summit and Trilateral Ministerial Meetings in 2024

Date Meeting Venue
February 29 9" Trilateral Ministerial Conference on Transport and Logistics Tianjin, China
May 3 24" Trilateral Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors’ Meeting Thbilisi, Georgia
May 20 4™ Ministerial Meeting on Water Resources Bali, Indonesia
May 27 9" Trilateral Summit Seoul, Korea
June 15 4" Trilateral Education Ministers’ Meeting Seoul, Korea

September 11

10" Trilateral Tourism Ministers’ Meeting

Kobe, Japan

September 12

15" Trilateral Culture Ministers’ Meeting

Kyoto, Japan

September 29

25" Tripartite Environment Ministers Meeting

Jeju, Korea

December 4

24" TRIPO Heads Meeting

Shanghai, China

December 15

17" Tripartite Health Ministers’ Meeting

Tokyo, Japan

December 15

5" Trilateral Sports Ministers’ Meeting

Tokyo, Japan
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Pursuant to the “Agreement on the Establishment of
the Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat (TCS)” signed
by the governments of the People’s Republic of China,
Japan and the Republic of Korea in December 2010, the
TCS was established as an international organization
in September 2011 in Seoul. The TCS aims to serve as a
hub for Trilateral Cooperation that encompasses a broad

spectrum of sectors and actors.
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